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ASSOCIATION OF UKRAINIANS IN 
TASMANIA  (AUT) 
 

Adddress: 185 Main Road Moonah, Tasmania 7009 

Phone:  (03) 6273 4471 

Email :  ukesintas@gmail.com 

Facebook:  Association of Ukrainians in Tasmania 

Bulletin. May Edition  
 

Welcome to the May Bulletin!  What an action-packed start of 

the year it has been.  Malanka, Pysanky, Taras Shevchenko Day 

Moonah Taste of the World and participation in Hobart 

Language Day have kept all our community members busy. 

Please read on to find reports on these events, as well as 

information about upcoming projects! 

History Project – Community Consultation 

As part of a celebration of 70 years of Ukrainian Settlement in 

Australia, and suggestion from community members, the AUT 

is putting together a history of our Association and community. 

We invite you to a Community Consultation, where we will 

make a start on key aspects of the history.  We invite you to 

assist with identifying the following: 

• A chronology of key events and activities 

• Key identities and their contributions over time 

• Successes and failures of the association and 

key influences over time  

This is also an opportunity to 

• Tell personal stories either about involvement 

with the Association 

• Bring along any photos that you would like 

included in a publication or archive 

• Let us know about any other material or 

publications that you think may be helpful 

 

Date:  Sunday 20 May 

Time:  2 – 4pm 

Where: Ukrainian Club, 185 Main Road, Moonah 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

• History Project – Community 

Consultation 

• Ukrainian Language 

• Reflection – Activities 

• Moonah Taste of the World 

• Looking forward 

• Public Relations 

• Short Article – Victor 

Shevchenko (Alex Gergel) 

• Contacts 
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UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE IN HOBART!! 

This year has seen an exciting increase in interest in the learning of Ukrainian Language.  This has been supported by the 

Sydney Central School, in particular Sonia Mycak, who is currently tutoring two motivated community members via 

Skype.  We would like to thank Sonia for her interest and enthusiasm. 

Myron Mihal is also hosting beginner Ukrainian Language lessons at the Club on Thursday evenings, using materials 

provided by Sydney Central School.  This commences at 7pm until approximately 8.30.  All are welcome to attend.  We ask 

that those participating on an ongoing basis become financial members of the AUT and pay an initial registration of $5 to 

participate. 

Yuriy Gutsulyak is also hosting an intermediate Ukrainian conversation group every second and fourth Sunday of the 

month at 1pm.  This is a fantastic group if you have some knowledge of Ukrainain and wish to practice in an informal, 

practical way.  We are in need of commitment to attend for the second Sunday in the month in order for it to continue – 

please advise Yuriy of your interest. 

HOBART LANGUAGE DAY 

Hobart Language Day was held on 22 April this year, and the AUT 

was pleased to be invited to participate.  This year, the Association 

had a stall at the event, which promoted our language and the 

community.  Two community members, Inna Herasymenko and 

Olena Frame did a wonderful job at presenting poems in 

Ukrainian at short notice.  Yuiry Gutsulyak was present to support 

the presentations and talked to members of the public.  Please find 

below a report written by Inna about our participation. 

Heщодавно у Хобарті відсвяткували Hobart Language Day. Подія відбулася у приміщенні Mather’s House і 

зібрала чимало людей на зеленій ґалявині біля будинка. 

 У заході взяли участь представники різних національностей і культур. Програма була насиченою і 

передбачала не тільки декламування віршів, але й танці, музичні виступи й спілкування.  

Глядачі були захоплені індійськими, персидськими, непальськими та африканськими танцями. 

Прекрасне виконання китайської композиції на віолончелі створило романтичний настрій, казкову 

атмосферу, малі і дорослі прислухалися до музичних звуків,намагаючись запам’ятати чудове відчуття 

від гри.  

Неймовірним було декламування віршів і поем іспанською, японською, французькою, українською та 

іншими мовами.  

Впродовж заходу люди, зацікавлені вивченням світових мов, мали можливість поспілкуватися з їх 

носіями, переглянути книжки, отримати цікаву і корисну інформацію.   

Як відомо, мова є потужним інструментом збереження і розвитку світової культурної спадщини.  На 

сьогоднішній день за даними експертів-мовознавців 40% мов перебувають на межі зникнення. І цей 

процес відбувається дуже швидко. Тому такі заходи як Hobart Language Day необхідні і цікаві 

суспільству, бо вони підтримують повагу та захист усіх мов, особливо рідкісних.  
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REFLECTION – ACTIVITIES 

The new year started off with an informal gathering for Rizdvo, and preparation of Varenyky for 

Malanka.  Thanks to a strong community effort a large number were prepared, all ready for our 

celebrations the following week.  This year, we once again invited our friends from the Baltic 

community, and also invited the broader community to attend.  Between 11am and 4pm we held 

various activities, including face painting for all ages, circle dances and a raffle draw.  The choir also 

performed at the event.  Over the course of the day we were pleased to welcome between 70 and 80 

people to the Hall, what a fantastic turn out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February saw a new event arrive at the Hall – Pysanky.  Using methods passed down for generations, 

Maria Woolley taught a group of enthusiastic participants the art of decorating egg shells with wax 

and coloured dye.  Thank you for your preparation Maria!  

 

 

We also commemorated the passing of Taras Shevchenko, an 

important political and literacy figure in Ukraine’s History, with an 

event on Sunday 11 March.  Community members contributed by 

preparing musical items and short readings 

  



4 
 

MOONAH TASTE OF THE WORLD 

On 24 March 2018, the Association of Ukrainians in Tasmania participated in a large multicultural event in 

southern Tasmania, Moonah Taste of the World. Organised by Glenorchy City Council, it was an excellent 

opportunity to promote the Ukrainian community in Australia, but also an activity with the potential to unify 

and engage our local Ukrainian Community.  On both counts, it succeeded. 

Over twenty people participated in the preparation and sale of items for our food stall, which was a huge effort.  

Our community prepared Varenyky, Borsch and Kyiv cake & Honey cakes for sale, most of which sold out 

quickly on the day.  A feedback session was held on Sunday 15 April to seek ideas from those involved in the 

event and whilst all agreed it was a lot of hard work, there was enthusiasm to continue engaging with similar 

events in the future.   

We received excellent feedback from the general public who enjoyed the food sold, and our stall was also 

featured on ABC radio. The Glenorchy City Council used a photo of some members for a review the event, 

which combined with the other promotional events, was an excellent way to raise the profile of Ukrainians in 

Tasmania. 

The AUT wishes to thank all those involved in the preparation and presentation of the stall on the day, without 

whom events like this would not be possible: 

Olena and Dimitri Yanevich, Maria Woolley, Joe Didocha, Peter and Wendy Ladaniwskyj, Robert Bilyk, Karen 

Dedenczuk, Janina Mozdyniewicz, Myron Mihal, Stan Gibala, Lyudmylya Koziy, Lessja Farrow, Amanda 

Mundy, Barbara Lypka, Olena Frame, Maria Baric, Elisa Ryan, Yuriy Gutsulyak, Maryte Mikelaitis and Marina 

Ladaniwskyj  

Promotional material was prepared in advance for printing by the Office of Senator Catryna Bilyk, which 

included a small flier for distribution to the community, and signage.  We would to thank the Senator for 

ongoing support of our community. 

A full report will be prepared, and is available for those interested following the next committee meeting in 

June.  Once again, thank to those who assisted with this event. 
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.LOOKING FORWARD – SAVE THE DATE! 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 

Recognising the need to look toward the future, whilst acknowledging the contribution of early 
settlers, the Association will begin the development of a strategic plan in the coming months.  We 
would appreciate your contribution! Come along and share your ideas, vision, and feedback so that 
we can make our Association a place for everyone. 

Date: Tuesday 26 June 

Time: 7pm – 9pm  

Where: Ukrainian Club, 185 Main Road, Moonah. 

 

UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY (24 AUGUST) 

The AUT will celebrate Ukrainian Independence Day in August.   

Mark the weekend of 25-26 August in your diaries, and prepare to 

celebrate our National Day in style! 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AUT will hold the Annual General Meeting on Sunday 

9 September at 2pm.  A formal notice to advise of the meeting 

meeting will be sent closer to the time. 

Please mark this day in your diaries and be ready to participate.  

Our future is reliant on your interest and contribution! 

REGULAR EVENTS 

• Language 

See details in article 

 

• Dancing 

Ukrainian Dancing is back again. Every second and fourth Sunday in the month from 2pm! 

Beginners welcome!  

 

• Monthly Community Gathering & BBQ 

Fourth Sunday of the month from 12.00 – Community members to bring a salad or desert to 

share.  Meat  and bread provided. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS  

Senator for Tasmania, Catryna Bilyk, met with members of the Ukrainian delegation to the 138th Assembly of 

the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in Geneva, Switzerland. Senator Bilyk attended the Assembly as a 

member of the Australian delegation. 

Senator Bilyk is co-convenor of the Australia-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. She has met on several 

occasions with Ukraine’s Ambassador to Australia, His Excellency Mykola Kulinich, moved motions in the 

Senate to raise awareness of the Holodomor genocide, and regularly attends local and national events of the 

Ukrainian diaspora in Australia. 

Ukraine’s proposed resolution on the “Non-admissibility of using mercenaries as a means of undermining 

peace and violating human rights” was adopted by the Assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHORT ARTICLE – VICTOR SHEVCHENKO, A LIFE STORY 

Alex Gergel has written a paper outlining his reflections on the life of Victor Shevchenko, an important member of our 

early Ukrainian Community in Hobart.  Please find below an extract which details Victor’s contribution to the dancing 

group in the early years. For more details, or a copy of the transcript, please contact Alex directly. 

 ‘The Association of Ukrainians in Tasmania was formed in 1954. Victor was elected as its first Treasurer 

along with Frank Bobrowski as President and Alexander Gergel as Secretary…. 

In the middle of the 1950s Victor was toying with the idea of forming a Ukrainian dancing group in Hobart. The 

priests at St. Theresa’s Church in Moonah allowed him to use the hall for weekend practice. The dancing group 

named ‘Zaporozhets’ was finally established with Victor as dancing instructor; Alex Gergel as PR man; and two 

musicians - Victor Polowski on piano accordion and Alex Gergel on guitar. The group consisted of seven girls 

(five of them high school students) and three boys. They practised every Saturday afternoon. All members were 

of Ukrainian heritage. The group was very popular and in high demand. Invitations to perform Ukrainian 

dances came from many and varied organisations, schools, RSL Clubs, hospitals, International Concerts 

sponsored by the Good Neighbour Council, ABCTV, Tulip Festivals at the Botanical Gardens and other 

charitable organisations. Their activities in southern Tasmania spread from New Norfolk to Franklin. They also 

travelled to Launceston to perform for the Ukrainian community…..’ 

Ukrainian delegates: 
Borys Tarasyuk and Aliona Shkrum 
(Batkivshchyna Party) 
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AUT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Name Committee Role Phone Contact 

Marina Ladaniwskyj President (and Dance 

Teacher) 

0400763720 

Joe Didocha Vice President 62295241 or 0434448019 

Myron Mihal Caretaker & Secretary 62286938 

Peter Ladaniwskyj Treasurer 62492143 or 0437423517 

Alex Gergel Committee Member 62282526 

Maria Baric Committee Member 62723623 

Yuriy Gutsulyak Committee Member 0435654767 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS 

Alexandra (Lessja) 

Farrow 

Choir and Musical Leader Phone: 0439066106 

Father Justin Parish Priest 0402324694 

Irena Suwart Launceston Community 63436443 

 


